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Helen Sloan/HBO Few shows generate the huge volume of fan speculation that Game of Thrones does, and while the show is approaching its final piece of episodes, there's plenty of story about and many theories that may yet prove true. One can fill a book with fan theories about this epic tale, but we've narrowed it down the most popular Game of Thrones
theories exist. Spoiler alert! If you're not all caught up on the first seven seasons and the current books, read at your own risk. Cleganebowl: Back on schedule? The Cleganebowl has been one of the most popular fan theories for years, and despite some false alarms, the true believers — like those on the Cleganebowl subreddit — still maintain their long
vigilance. So what exactly is the Cleganebowl? The Cleganebowl is the long-awaited showdown between the Clegane brothers, Sandor (The Hound) and Gregor (The Mountain), who have had one of the most intense siblings in the Game of Thrones universe since they were children when the older Gregor shot Sandor's face in a pile of burning embers.
Though the show introduces both characters as, Sandor's character arc was one of redemption, as the cynical warrior confronts his violent past and strives to save the future. Gregor, meanwhile, is one of the story's greatest monsters, a giant, sadistic knight who commits daily atrocities. Given their history and Sandor's path from antagonism to antihero, fans
expected the two to fight to death. For a time, the expectation was that the Cleganebowl would emerge from Cersei's trial. Facing charges from the High Sparrow, Cersei would demand trial by combat, appointing the undiscrowed Gregor as her champion, while the newly devout Sandor would fight on behalf of the Faith. Cersei destroyed that theory when she
simply blew up the Great Sept of Baelor with the High Sparrow and most of her other enemies inside. Meanwhile, Sandor drove north with the Brotherhood without banners to fight the White Walkers. The chances of Cleganebowl sank like a Dothraki on the high seas. Like a Red Priestess, the Season 7 finale raised the Cleganebowl theory. When Jon Snow,
Daenerys, and their comrades met with Cersei and her forces to negotiate a temporary alliance against the White Walkers, Sandor takes a moment to threaten his zombie brother, saying: This isn't how it ends for you, brother. You know who's coming for you. You've always known. Will Young Griff show up? Game of Thrones has cut a number of erven and
characters from the books, but the biggest omission (with apologies to Darkstar) should be Young Griff. Introduced into a dance with Drake, Young Griff is the son of a mercenary named Griff, who sails with Tyrion to meet Daenerys - or at least, that's what they claim. As Tyrion spends time aboard a ship with the Griffs, he finally concludes that Young Griff is
actually a Targaryen. Like it Young Griff is Prince Rhaegar se seun Aegon, Aegon, everyone believed to be murdered as a baby during the sacking of King's Landing during Robert's Rebellion. In reality, Varys swapped Aegon with another baby who died in his place, sent the boy prince across the sea to be raised and educated. The adult Griff, meanwhile, is
a bewried ally of Rhaegar's name Jon Connington. Their plan is to have Aegon, well educated and raised to be a fair ruler, return to Westeros and take the throne. By the end of the book, Connington and Aegon arrived in Westeros with the Golden Company, a well-known mercenary company founded by a Targaryen bastard and began their conquest of
Westeros. The idea that there's still a Targaryen out there and that he's already set foot in Westeros while Daenerys chews in Meereen is a shocking twist. That makes it all the more surprising that Aegon didn't show up in the show at all. Instead, Tyrion meets with Daenerys and joins her board, while the Golden Company has been mentioned by Cersei as a
group she plans to hire. At this point, it seems extraordinarily unlikely this Aegon will make an appearance on screen. For one thing, the show revealed that Jon's true name is Aegon (he's another son of Rhaegar), and having two Aegons can confuse viewers. Given that the show is heading into its final season, there's not enough time to introduce a new side
to the fight for Westeros. Jaime Lannister: Queenslayer? Those on their Game of Thrones history know that, as a child, Cersei visits a witch called Maggy the Frog demanding her fortune. Maggy promises to answer three questions. She tells Cersei that she will not marry the prince, but the king will marry, that the king will have 20 children and she will have
three. These first two starters came true. Cersei didn't reeleagate Prince Rhaegar as she expected, but King Robert instead. Robert had 20 children with other women, while Cersei had three with Jaime. Maggy continues Gold will be their crowns and their wrappers gold, she said. And when your tears drowned you, the valonqar will wrap its hands around
your pale white throat and choke the life of you. By the end of season 6, all three of Cersei's children are dead — there are the wrappers — and all that's left to succeed is for the valonqar to kill her. Valonqar is Valyrian for little brother, and Cersei accepts it refers to Tyrion (Peter Dinklage), who has reason to kill her after trying to execute him. But many
believe Jaime, who is Cersei's twin but was born second, will be the one to kill her. (Note that, while the valonqar is part of the original story, the TV series trims away before Maggy's mention of the valonqar, so it may end up not factoring in.) Although Jaime stood by Cersei through much misdeed, he finally broke ranks with her at the end of season 7 after
revealed she had no intention of sending her powers north to fight the White Walkers, preferring to sit back and watch her opponents kill each other. Kill. has already killed one monarch who posed a threat to the people — Mad King Aerys — who landed him the nickname Kingslayer. Tragically, it seems poetic that he would feel morally compelled to bring an
end to Cersei as well. Bran and the Mad King Bran's training with the Three-Eyed Raven in season 6 left him with some negligent powers, one of which is the ability to project back consciousness in time. Not only can he see events from the past like they actually happened, but he can communicate with people in the past. As he watches Ned approach the
Tower of Joy, Ned turns around and looks in his direction and doesn't see him, but clearly something sensing. In a more shocking turn, Bran possessed a young Hodor, framed his mind and created a psychic link that allowed Meera's assignment to hold the door to reach him in the past — where we discover the meaning behind the name Ho-dor. Bran's time
travel opens up many possibilities for involvement in different scenes from westerosi history, and given the damage he inflicted on Hodor's mind, some theorized that he also drove Mad King Aerys mad. Bran has already visited Aerys once and testified as he ordered his men to burn everyone! The theory goes that Bran will try to convince Aerys to burn the
White Walkers, but the king won't understand the words he hears and will simply try to burnish his subjects. Jon Snow was reborn Azor Ahai? What fantasy series would be complete without a prophesied hero standing up to stop the powers of darkness? Even Game of Thrones, which is known for undermining fantasy tropes, seems to be leaning into the
chosen one archetype with The Prince that was promised. The followers of R'hllor, the Lord of Light, believe in a prophecy in which The Prince rises to stop the White Walkers. Melisandre (Carice van Houten) implies that The Prince will be the reincarnation of Azor Ahai, a legendary figure of the Age of Heroes, who used his magician Lightbringer to beat the
White Walkers. As the series builds to a seemingly inevitable clash between the living and the dead, fans expect this prophecy to somehow come true, and there are some popular choices about who the Prince might be who was promised. With his rare honor code and consistent ability to escape death, Jon Snow (Kit Harington) looks the most obvious
choice. Melisandre thinks Jon was reborn Azor Ahai, and there's good evidence. In the novel A Dance with Dragons, she reflects on a vision of R'hllor: I pray for a glimpse of Azor Ahai, and R'hllor just shows me Snow. Season 6 of GoT just fueled the fire, while confirming a longstanding theory that Jon is actually the son of Lyanna Stark. Part of the prophecy
states: There will come a day after a long summer when the stars bloom and the cold breath of darkness falls heavily on the world. In the Season 6 finale, The From Winter, Bran revisits the scene of his father Ned, years earlier, saving Lyanna from the Tower of Joy. Ned find find in bed, after giving birth to a child. In a key bit of frame, Ned leaves the Sword
Dawn, which is forged from a fallen star, at the foot of Lyanna's bed, which is stained with blood. Many have taken it to fulfill the when the stars bleed portion of the prophecy. Jon may be the obvious choice for the Prince who was promised, but GoT is known for throwing curveballs, and there's another, interesting school of thought that claims Jaime Lannister
(Nikolaj Coster-Waldau) is the Prince. A blog called Game of Thrones &amp; Norwegian Mythology suggests that Jaime is not only an analog to Norwegian god Tyr, a warrior who similarly loses his hand but also a candidate for the role of Azor Ahai. The author suggests that the bleeding star refer to Oberyn Martell (Pedro Pascal). The Martell sigil features a
red sun, and Oberyn dies in bloody fashion at the hands of Gregor Clegane. Oberyn's defeat also condemns Tyrion to death - he fought as Tyrion's champion in a trial by fighting - and Jaime chooses to help Tyrion escape, against the wishes of his father and sister. Jaime was born again, in a sense. Once again, most signs point to Jon as the Prince who
was promised, but if you want a dark horse to bet, Is Jaime your husband. Will Jon Daenerys have to sacrifice? Heading into Game of Thrones' final stretch, it makes sense to speculate on how the story will end. Given the show's high body count, it wouldn't be surprising if any number of major characters end up dead (or undead), and as George R. R. Martin
himself said, people ought to expect something bittersweet in the end. It's unlikely jon, Daenerys, and the rest of the gang are going to march north, beat the White Walkers in glorious fights and read out the rest of their days to rule Westeros and raise a happy family. Although Jon and Daenerys, who both tragically lost their first love, found their way into each
other's arms at the end of season 7, their relationship could be doomed. As mentioned before, many believe that Jon will be the reincarnation of Azor Ahai, the legendary hero who conquered the powers of darkness millennia ago. However, Azor Ahai didn't punch the legions of the dead through sheer plucks and happiness — he had to pay a terrible price.
As Salladhor Saan explained to Davos in A Clash of Kings (the third novel in the series), Azor Ahai struggled to forge a truly heroic blade. On his third attempt to create a magical sword, as it glowed white-hot in the holy fires, he summoned his wife. 'Nissa Nissa' he told her because it was her name, 'bare your chest, and know that I love you best of all that is
in this world.' She did this thing, why I can't say, and Azor Ahai has sprayed the smoke sword through her living heart ... her blood and her soul and her strength and her courage all went into the steel. So is story of forging Lightbringer, the Red Sword of Heroes. Fans of the franchise have speculated that Jon has a similarly similar to defeat the White Walkers,
and given that he and Daenerys are now lovers, could she be his Nissa Nissa? It bears remembering that Azor Ahai, if he existed, lived thousands of years before Game of Thrones began, and the facts of his story could morphed into tall tales about that length of time. His story could just as easily be a parable meant to illustrate the necessity of sacrifice,
rather than actual instructions on how to make a magic sword. Besides, it would be strange for the story to take one of the main protagonists and end up reducing her to a sacrificial lamb. Still, it's hard to imagine the heroes saving the world without getting anything in the process. Is Bran the Night King? Okay, this theory is a little more terrific, but it's popular
enough to discuss. The theory that the Night King is actually Bran is largely a product of the show, where we've seen Bran's powers to a greater extent. In addition to being able to warg, transferring his consciousness to other bodies, Bran also has greenery, through which he has prophetic dreams about the future and the past and, after training with the Tri-
eyed Raven, can project his consciousness back in time to see past events in full. Given that Bran can actually communicate with the past (as mentioned above), some viewers suggest it's possible he'll travel back to the moment where the Children of the Forest created the White Walkers and eventually jump into the body of the man who turned them into the
Night King and thus get caught up as the Night King himself. It actually ties up nicely in the theory that Jon Azor Ahai was reborn; if Jon is to kill his own brother to stop the White Walkers, it will certainly be a heroic sacrifice on par with Azor Ahai's. The conspiracy relies on many circumstance evidence and images. One particularly juicy scene is the one in
which Bran, using greenery, sees the army of the dead and sees the Night King not only directly at Bran but also reaches out and touches him. It may simply indicate that the Night King also has greenish, or a similar ability to communicate with people on a spiritual plane, but for Bran observers, it suggests they have a deeper connection. Recommendations
from editors
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